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The COVID-19 pandemic thrust evidence-based practice (EBP) and the librarian’s role in identifying
trustworthy sources of information into the public eye. Historically, the translation of research from
bench to bedside has been 17 years [1]. The transmissibility and severity of the COVID-19 virus
challenged traditional models of evidence translation to operate at a never-before-seen pace [2].
This forced health care and public health providers to make decisions based on limited and everchanging evidence, which meant recommendations changed often. For example, CDC guidance for
prevention and treatment of COVID-19 has been updated more than 40 times since the beginning of
the pandemic [3]. As such, the pandemic has illustrated the importance of the practice and
application of EBP in health care decision-making.
The librarian’s role has evolved over time, from merely supportive to a more collaborative role, and
even leading the EBP charge in some cases. Within the five steps of the EBP process, librarians have
expertise in forming clinical questions, searching the literature, identifying relevant evidence, and
recommending critical appraisal tools. There are roles for librarians in EBP education, clinical work,
and research and dissemination.
Academic librarians teach and assess the EBP skills of students, residents and fellows in
undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate education. Librarians are often embedded in curricular
classes and serve on curriculum committees where they lend their expertise in education planning,
assessment, and curriculum mapping. These curricula are often informed by association guidelines
related to EBP expectations. For example, the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) Core
Entrustable Professional Activities (EPA) 7 indicates that all medical students, upon entering
residency, should be able to “form clinical questions and retrieve evidence to advance patient care”
[4]. The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) Common Program
Requirement IV.A.5.c indicates that “residents must demonstrate the ability to investigate and
evaluate their care of patients, to appraise and assimilate scientific evidence, and to continuously
improve patient care based on constant self-evaluation and life-long learning” [5]. Expertise in
information literacy uniquely positions librarians to teach and assess EBP skills.
EBP activities with residents include retrieving literature during morning reports, teaching EBP
concepts at noon conference or academic half day, teaching appraisal skills during journal clubs, and
guiding residents through quality improvement projects. Librarians are equal partners on
interprofessional teams, answering clinical questions at the point-of-care during rounds. Librarians
serve on a wide variety of clinical committees including Shared Governance at Magnet hospitals, EBP
Advisory Committees, and other committees related to quality, patient safety, and EBP. At Magnet
hospitals, librarians guide nurses through EBP projects for Shared Governance and clinical ladder
advancement. At all hospitals, there are opportunities for librarians to partner with clinicians to
conduct literature reviews for the development of hospital guidelines, policies and procedures,
clinical decision support tools, and evidence briefs.
The EBP methodology relies on the steady publication of new and novel findings to promote
innovation. Without the dissemination of results, new research cannot be implemented into practice
at the bedside. As such, librarians have a role and responsibility to ensure that evidence-based work
is properly documented and disseminated. Librarians educate faculty on scholarly communication,
institutional repositories, and other issues. This includes registering evidence synthesis protocols, coauthoring guidelines, systematic reviews, and other publication types, and disseminating that work
through professional conferences and publications.

Using evidence to inform decision-making has been an integral component of healthcare for
decades. However, the way this methodology is implemented in practice is always evolving. This
creates an opportunity for the librarian’s role in the EBP process to evolve in tandem.
Learn more about EBP in the Introduction to Evidence Based Practice Webinar Series hosted by the
Network of the National Library of Medicine: https://linktr.ee/nnlmregion2.
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